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In a bid seen by critics as aiming to speed up reconstruction, the Japanese government is preparing 

to declare sections of the evacuation zone around the crippled Fukushima nuclear plant a safe place 

to live. The ruling coalition led by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe intends to revoke many evacuation 

orders by March 2017, if decontamination progresses as hoped, meaning that up to 55,000 evacuees 

could return to the homes they abandoned more than four years ago. 

Moreover, Tokyo recently announced that the 7,000 residents of Nahara, a town in one of the seven 

Fukushima municipalities completely evacuated following the nuclear crisis, will be able to return 

home permanently from September 5. How many residents of the settlement, which lies just 20 

kilometers (12 miles) south of the plant, will return, however, remains unclear as many still have 

mixed feelings, according to a recent poll. 
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